School hosts youth program

LISA QUEEN
lqueen@insidetoronto.com

Getting kids shooting hoops before
they think of shooting guns is the
goal behind a new youth basketball
league in East York.

The league of Grade 6 to 8 stu-
dents at Westwood Middle School
was organized by the East York
Strategy, a year-old project devoted
to reducing youth violence.

Bethany Baptist Church Rev.
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they could be into stulff we don't
want them to be into, We'ne trying
to reach ouwt o themm and give them
prositive programs with adult role
models.”

The Carlaw Avenue school is
in the area of Pape and Cosharn
averiues, whenr i [EEager Wik shiot
seversl inses kst June That incident
cam & week after a shoating an @
nearby mestaurant.

“Pape and Cosburn s one of the
key hot spois in our area.” Parker
sabd.

“It's mof like it's a troubbe repasta-
tion, but there are definitely things
poing on, We'n: stll trying to process
the violont events last June.”

FOUR TEAMS

The league runs for seven weeks
and features four teams of boys
attending Westwood, A similar
league for girls will liunch in the
spring.

Each Thursday migh. ihe playvers
take over two school gyms aided
by older youths from the neigh-
bourhood wio act as referees and
scorekecpers,

Guest speakers, inchding & polico
oiffscer, & schnd mestes and faith and
communicy leaders, take about 10
rrlmtes (o delbver positive messages
Lo gl youith,

Although T1 Edhwaarcks, & Grisde B
student at Westwood. can't remem-
ber details of the he said
thve beague s helping to keep him
out of iroulble,

“Ivi= heen invodved in that kind
of stuff before, hanging out with the
wrong people. hast supid stuff,” he
zaid. “1t (belonging to the league)

Jim Parker, who chairs the strategy,
said it reaches out to young teen-
agers before they run into serious
trouble.

“It’s going really well. We have
this overall plan (within the strat-
egy) and this basketball league is a
microcosm of what we're trying to
do,” he said.

“They’re all good kids, they don't
cause me any trouble. But you can
read between the lines. In five years,
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hetpisd me a bot., U ot oot in the
comminity doing bad things., Mow
I'm doing good things. 115 a godod
program o help you stay out of
trouble.”

Whasts miore, the league is helping

TJ fultill his . .
essionEl bas all player.
“| puined becasse | like basketball

s my Favourie sport,” the 13-yoar-
old saddl. “As a kid and growing up,
I alwarys wanted (o be a baskethall
player. It's miy bife goal,”

Because T is a charismatic boy
who other students look up o,
Parker sald [t's even more impor-
tant to get youngsters like him nio
posithee activities,

“There are same (plivyers) who
are matural leaders. I they went
the destructive, negatihve way, they
wirtildl bead others that way as well,”
Parker sajd.

Thee four teamns ane the Milk Mar
Mo (sponsored by Milk Marn), the
Stanbury Saallions (sponsored by
Stanbury’s Pharmacyl, the Tabuns
Tigers (sponsored by Toronio-
Danforth MPP Peter Tabuns) and
the Bethany Bears (sponsoned by
Bethany Chaurch),

The sponsorships alkow the youth
to play for free and pay for T-shirts,
school permit fees and an owards
banguet March 29 at the church.

Westwood principal kefn Chrobok
sabd the schonl is pleased 1o host the
hesiigme,

“It's a pre-emptive thing. If a
kid is playing here, they're not at
Melonald’s or hanging out at the
miall,” he saded,

“We'te providing the kids with
something o do so they're nol stuck
with nothing to do and sometimes
miaking those poor decisions.”

www.insidetoronto.com
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JUMP BALL: East York Strategy Group chair, Reverend Jim Parker, tosses
up the jump ball during Recreational Boys' Basketball League action
recently at Westwood Middle School.

Baskeball league
offers alternative
for local youngsters
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Baskeball league
offers alternative
for local youngsters



